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Shape Network - Role Profile
Join our Application Clinics

DEADLINETO APPLY:12 NOON ON 15™ NOVEMBER 2023

About the Epilepsy Research Institute

The Epilepsy Research Institute will serve as the central hub for the epilepsy research community. The Institute’s mission is
toradically advance research into the causes, prevention and treatment of epilepsy and its associated conditions, and our
vision is a life free from epilepsy.

We fund clinical research that provides help for people living with the condition today, as well as pioneering lab-based
research that will advance our understanding of epilepsy and provide hope fortomorrow. Our first grant round as the
Epilepsy Research Institute is now open for researchers to apply for funding for their projects.

About the Shape Network

The Epilepsy Research Institute’s Shape Network is the UK's largest population of research-interested people affected by
epilepsy. The network provides an opportunity for people affected by epilepsy to learn about the science of epilepsy,
participate in studies and shape research. The Shape Network ensures research is focused on the most important
outcomes for people with epilepsy.

We are currently inviting applications from Shape Network members to shape research by joining our Application Clinics
forthe Institute’s 2023-24 grant round. The role is detailed below.

About the role
We want to ensure that the research the Epilepsy Research Institute funds:

e Isimportant to people affected by epilepsy

o Involves people affected by epilepsy ina meaningful way

e Isabletorecruit peopletotake partand not put any unnecessary barriers in the way
e Hasanaccessible summary of the proposed research written in plain English

o Willshare results with people affected by epilepsy

We want to help researchers who apply to us for funding to meet these criteria.

This year, all researchers who express an interest in applying for funding will be invited to a virtual Application Clinic with
two members of the Shape Network. Researchers will use this opportunity to present their work and ask for your thoughts
on theirapplication.

By joining ourapplication clinics, you willhave the chance toinfluence the researchers’ final applications and therefore
the projects that are funded by the Epilepsy Research Institute. You will also learn more about the work of the Epilepsy
Research Institute and about how your experiences can add value to the research we fund and support.

What is involved?

e Readingan extract from the research application (around 3 pages)
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e Attendavirtual call (on Zoom) of around 40 minutes with the researcher and one other Shape Network member
todiscuss their research application. Any topics that the researcherwould like your specificinsight on will be sent
toyouinadvance. The call will be facilitated by the Epilepsy Research Institute Research Team who will be in
attendanceatalltimes.

Time commitment: Approximately 30 minutes to read the application and 40 minutes on the application clinicZoom call.

When: Application clinics will take place in late November and early December 2023 and will be arranged around your
availability, as outlined in the application form.

Location: Home-based. All of the meetings and related activities will be by Zoom, email or phone.

Expenses: For every clinicyou get involved in, you can claim £5 expenses, to help to cover the cost of Wi-Fi or data used.

Who can getinvolved?

The experience and skills you will need:

e Experience of living with epilepsy - either because you have epilepsy yourself, or because someone you know has
epilepsy

e Enthusiasmabout research into epilepsy

e Listeningskills and a respect for different opinions

e Ability to give comments and constructive criticism succinctly

e Some computerskills orawillingness to acquire these (you'llneed to be able to join meetings on Zoom,and to
download, read and comment on short documents)

e Arespect for confidentiality and a willingness to treat all applications as confidential.

How do I getinvolved?

Please complete the Application Form (attached in the Shape Network email) and return by email to
ShapeNetwork@epilepsy-institute.org.uk by 12 noon on Wednesday 15th November.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss joining the Application Clinics, please contact our Head of Research &
Involvement, Annee Amjad: ShapeNetwork@epilepsy-institute.org.uk
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