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PRELIMINARY APPLICATION FORM 

Preliminary application deadline: Monday 28th September 2026, 4pm

Important information

· Our pilot grants are up to £40,000 over a maximum of 18 months.
· Please read the Guidance for applicants carefully before completing this form. Any application that does not fully comply with the guidance will be rejected.
· Applicants must submit a completed preliminary application form, in Word format, to grants@epilepsy-institute.org.uk by Monday 28 September 2026, 4pm.
· Preliminary applications will be reviewed by our Scientific Advisory Committee, and shortlisted applicants will be invited to submit a full application from November. 
· The deadline for full applications is Monday 18 January 2027, 4pm.
· Please direct any enquiries to grants@epilepsy-institute.org.uk.


	
Project details	

	Project title
	

	Duration of support (months)
	

	Total requested support (£ - can be approximate)
	



	Details of principal applicant

	Title
	

	Forename
	

	Surname
	

	Position
	

	Department
	

	Host institution
	

	Institution address
	

	City/town
	

	Postcode
	



	Details of co-applicant 1 

	Title and full name 
	

	Position
	

	Host institution
	

	Role in the project
	

	Details of co-applicant 2

	Title and full name 
	

	Position
	

	Host institution
	

	Role in the project
	

	Details of co-applicant 3

	Title and full name 
	

	Position
	

	Host institution
	

	Role in the project
	

	Please add details of any further co-applicants by adding additional rows below.



	Funding details

	Has this or a similar proposal previously been rejected by the Epilepsy Research Institute? (Yes - this proposal, yes - a similar proposal, or no)
If yes, how has the application changed since the previous submission?

	

	Is this, or any related grant, currently being considered for funding by any other body?
	

	If yes, please give details (funding body, sum requested, date you will be notified):
	



	Relevant grants

	Please list the five most relevant grants held, or previously held, by you or your co-applicants:

	Period
	Project title
	Sum
	Applicant
	Funding body

	
	
	£
	
	

	
	
	£
	
	

	
	
	£
	
	

	
	
	£
	
	

	
	
	£
	
	



	Research proposal

	Abstract (up to 150 words)

	

	
Scientific outline
Please include: 
(1) the background to the proposal. 
(2) its relevance to epilepsy. 
(3) the specific aims of the research, including a clear statement of your hypothesis and rationale. 
(4) an outline plan of research, including estimated sample size and intended statistical analysis. 
Please use no more than 500 words. Figures are not permitted at this stage of the application process.

	

	References (no more than 10)

	



	Patient and public involvement (PPI)

	Have people affected by epilepsy been involved in shaping the plans for the project so far? (Yes or no) 
	

	If yes, please provide details about how people have been involved in shaping this application (up to 200 words). 

	

	If no, please explain why (up to 200 words). 

	

	How will people affected by epilepsy be involved in shaping the project if funded? (Up to 200 words). 

	



	[bookmark: _Hlk74904526]Plain English summary
This section will be reviewed by members of our Shape Network and should be written in plain English.

	
Plain English title for project

	

	
Plain English description of research
Please include: 
(1) The aims of this research and why this area of knowledge is worth investigating; 
(2) The study – how the research will be carried out;
(3) What this research is expected to add to our knowledge of epilepsy;
(4) The potential impact of this study for people affected by epilepsy.
Please use no more than 300 words.

	


	How quickly will the results of this research be applicable to people with epilepsy? E.g. Short term (within 12 months), medium term (3-5 years) or long term (10 years or more). 

	

	Briefly describe (in plain English) the timeline for this research including any major study milestones (no more than 100 words). 

	

	Provide a lay summary of the financial support requested for this application. Include the total amount requested and a high-level breakdown of costs e.g. salary, student fees, consumables and equipment (no more than 50 words). 

	

	How will the results of this research be shared (no more than 50 words)?

	



	Expert review

	Please suggest up to two independent referees who would be suitable to review your application (include name, institution, and email address). We may contact one of both. 
These reviewers should be based at a different institution to the applicants and should not have any publications or collaborations with any applicants. Reviewers should also not be a current member of the Institute’s Scientific Advisory Committee or Board of Trustees. 

	Reviewer 1 
	

	Reviewer 2
	

	If there is anyone you would rather not review your application, please give their details (up to two people; include name and institution). We will not contact these nominees.

	Nominee 1
	

	Nominee 2
	



	Contact details and signature – principal applicant 

	Name
	

	Phone number
	

	Email
	

	Signature (electronic will be accepted) 
	

	Date 
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