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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE – EARLY CAREER RESEARCHER OBSERVERS 

Context
The Epilepsy Research Institute serves as the central hub for the epilepsy research community. Our mission is to radically advance research into epilepsy for the 1 in 100 people living with the condition. The Institute aims to increase understanding of the causes and mechanisms of the epilepsies and associated conditions to accelerate research innovations in prevention and treatment. By building an infrastructure that supports research, encourages shared learning and nurtures talent, we are harnessing enabling technologies, fostering collaborations and attracting early career researchers.
Our collaborations involve academia, the NHS, industry, funders, patient groups, people with epilepsy and their families and carers. Crucially, we actively involve people affected by epilepsy through our Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) group – the Shape Network. 
Based on the agreed research priorities of the epilepsy community, our strategy is underpinned by six key themes, each with a task force comprising pre-eminent scientists and clinicians together with future research leaders. The Institute is driving a programme to secure large-scale investment which will radically advance this essential research.
A life free from epilepsy is possible. But only through research.
Vision: A life free from epilepsy.
Mission: To radically advance research into epilepsy.
Purpose:
1. Convene, connect and capacity-build the epilepsy research ecosystem.
2. Drive strategic investment in epilepsy research.
3. Fund research into epilepsy and associated conditions.
4. Develop research partnerships and collaborations.
5. Advocate and action the research priorities of people affected by epilepsy.

Purpose and scope of the Scientific Advisory Committee   

The Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) will bring broad strategic perspective and expertise to support the development and delivery of the Institute’s strategic vision, mission and priorities. The SAC will provide the following to the Institute’s Board of Trustees: 

1) Recommendations for funding, based on a rigorous process of peer-review and Scientific Advisory Committee meetings. The recommendations are presented by the Chair of the SAC to the Board of Trustees, who then make the final funding decisions. 
2) Analysis and monitoring of the impact and success of ongoing funded research, and any areas of concern. 
3) Advice on policies relating to research funding. 
4) Prioritise areas for future rounds, opportunities for partnerships and investments. 
5) Recommendations for creating a thriving and sustainable research community that seizes opportunities, within the Institute and international contexts. 

Conflicts of Interest

A conflict of interest is defined as any financial, personal, professional, or institutional interest or connection which may, if undeclared, introduce bias or inappropriate influence in the peer review or assessment of applications and reports, funding recommendations, or scientific advice given to the Epilepsy Research Institute. 

It is the responsibility of each member to decide whether a conflict of interest could exist and, if so, to declare the conflict. If in any doubt when deciding on such matters, individuals should err on the side of caution, declaring an interest if there is any possibility that a conflict of interest may exist. 

If an SAC member is an applicant or co-applicant on a proposal submitted to the Institute, they will not be permitted to see, review, or score any applications within that funding stream and would be excluded from all discussions about the relevant funding stream. If the Chair is applying for funding, they will be excluded from all SAC activity for that year, and the vice chair will take over proceedings.

If an SAC member works in the same institution as an applicant on a proposal submitted to the Institute, they will not be permitted to see, review or score that application. They will also be asked to leave the room whilst this application is being discussed. 

Other examples of conflicts:
· Financial conflict: anyone who has a direct or indirect financial interest with a grant application submitted to the Institute. 
· Collaborator(s) conflict: anyone listed as a collaborator or having collaborated within the last five years with a main applicant and/or co-applicant(s) on research publications or grant applications submitted to the Institute or other funder. 

The above list is not exhaustive and other conflicts may arise. Conflicts will be considered by the SAC Chair, Vice Chair and the Institute’s Director/Head of Research to decide a suitable course of action. Dependent on the type of conflict, a conflicted individual may:
· Be asked to comment on the application and take part in discussions, but not score an application.
· Not have access to a certain application and withdraw from the relevant part of the meeting.
· Withdraw from the entire meeting/call round.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
If a member of the SAC is approached by an applicant for advice on an application, the member may provide general advice but must disclose this fact to the Institute. The individual may be excluded from all or part of the meeting at which the application is considered.

Confidentiality

All application information is strictly confidential and must not be disclosed or discussed with anyone outside of SAC. All communications with grant applicants must be conducted by the Epilepsy Research Institute, this includes the dissemination of feedback and discussions relating to further applications.

I confirm that I have read and agree to the above. 
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