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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Early Career Researcher Observers 

The Epilepsy Research Institute’s Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) is a panel of the UK’s leading neurologists, neuroscientists and epilepsy researchers. The SAC oversee the annual research grant funding process and make funding recommendations to the Institute’s Board of Trustees. 

This year, we will have two spots on the SAC for Early Career Researcher Observers. We hope the opportunity to observe our SAC meetings over the course of one grant round will illuminate the grant funding process, increase understanding about what funding committees are looking for, and ultimately help ECRs improve future grant applications. 

Eligibility criteria 
For our 2026-27 Grant Round, we will have two spots available. These will be open to Early Career Researchers at any stage, whether you’re within the first three years post-PhD or are transitioning to research independence. We define an early career researcher as someone who is no more than 8 active research years (full time or part-time equivalent) following completion of their doctoral studies. We are committed to making epilepsy research diverse and inclusive, so whilst our Observer spots are open to all researchers, priority will be given to researchers from: 
· Institutions with limited expertise or resources in epilepsy research, and/or
· Groups that are underrepresented in epilepsy research. 

Please note, if you are applying for funding from the Epilepsy Research Institute in the 2026-27 grant round, you are not eligible to join the SAC as an observer. 

You must be available to join our first SAC meeting for the 2025-26 Grant Round on Thursday 5 November. This will be an all-day meeting held at the Epilepsy Research Institute in Central London. We will cover reasonable travel expenses. 

How to apply
Please send completed application forms along with your CV (max 2 pages) to grants@epilepsy-institute.org.uk by Monday 21 September 2026.
[bookmark: _Hlk12297521]	
Application Form  

	Applicant details

	Name
	Priya Bhardwaj, PhD

	Position
	Senior Scientist

	Department and Institution 
	Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Washington University in St. Louis School of Medicine

	Phone number
	314-273-8684

	Email
	bpriya@wustl.edu

	Career stage
	Early Career Researcher transitioning to research independence



	Why would you like to join the Epilepsy Research Institute’s SAC as an observer? What do you    hope to get out of this experience? (Up to 200 words) 

	I would like to join the Scientific Advisory Committee as an observer to gain a rigorous, first-hand understanding of how epilepsy research proposals are evaluated, discussed and prioritised for funding. I am a Senior Scientist studying the metabolic basis of SLC13A5 epilepsy, with a particular focus on astrocyte citrate transport, redox stress and altered neurotransmitter metabolism. As I transition toward research independence, observing the SAC would help me understand how reviewers assess significance, methodological rigour, feasibility, patient relevance and the balance between innovation and risk.

I am especially interested in learning how a multidisciplinary panel integrates basic, translational and clinical perspectives and reaches a collective funding recommendation. I hope to use these insights to strengthen my future grant applications, improve how I frame rare-epilepsy research questions and design studies with clearer translational value. I would also bring the perspective of a metabolism and bone-biology scientist who has moved into epilepsy research through cross-disciplinary collaboration. The experience would directly support my development into an independent investigator committed to mechanistically rigorous, patient-centred epilepsy research.

	Do you meet one of both of the priority areas? If yes, please explain how. (Up to 200 words) 

	Yes. I identify with a group that remains underrepresented in epilepsy research leadership. I am a woman scientist from an international background whose career path has been non-traditional. I entered epilepsy research by extending my expertise in citrate metabolism, endocrine and skeletal biology into neurobiology and rare genetic disease, rather than through a conventional epilepsy-focused postdoctoral pathway. I am currently a Senior Scientist and am working to transition toward an independent investigator role.

Although Washington University has substantial scientific resources, my immediate research environment is not an established epilepsy laboratory. Building an epilepsy programme within a cross-disciplinary setting requires me to develop new networks, learn field-specific funding expectations and establish an independent scientific identity. Observing the SAC would provide access to perspectives and grant-review experience that are especially valuable at this career transition. It would also help me contribute more effectively to a rare-disease community in which strong connections among laboratory scientists, clinicians, funders and affected families are essential.
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